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IFFK 2024 Special Edition Poster release by
Adoor Gopalakrishnan.
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5." The experimental - independent works are the
future of Cinema ™  Dr. Lalitha Gouri , Filca.

6. " Making films is something more to do with feelings
than the idealogy " - Sabu Sankar,Filca .
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024 was a wonderful year for

FILCA. FILCA has conducted many
film screenings and film literacy pro-
grams. From January to November, we
screened four or five films each month.
The entry was free to the public.

Owing to the pre-announced IFFK
schedule for December, FILCA kept the
month unengaged to promote mem-
bers' interest in international movies
and participation in the festival.

We changed our screening venues
each time, varying from, the Central
Public Library, the Press Club, BSS
Auditorium, Sai Gramam, and Joint
Council Hall in Trivandrum. The movies
selected were world-class, focusing on
a particular theme that needs attention.

The Film Vision Digital Magazine has
been published every month with its
motto of promoting the film literacy in
Kerala. Its readership spans widely
Film Societies, Media - Journalism Stu-
dents, Film enthusiasts, and Filmmak-
ers. It has been shared with the Kerala
diaspora in America, Canada and Eu-
rope through Social Media. it has been
circulating free of cost.

adlovesnid 2024
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Dr. B. Radhakrishnan
(President, Filca Fim Society)

In addition, FILCA conducted film quiz
programs every month inviting college
students and seniors from Trivandrum
District.

We also had a poetry recitation session
for elders based on the same theme of
the film festival. All poets and winners
of the quiz were given fabulous gifts
along with certificates. The quiz and
poetry recitation prizes were sponsored
by the members of FILCA.

On each film festival day, highlighting
the relevance of themes, FILCA intro-
duced a short address from celebrities
from the movie world and also eminent
people from outside the film indus-

try. Each address was explicit and
thought-provoking as well as pathfind-
ing for the future.

Tarkovsky Film Festival
January 2024
Venue: Central Library Hall

The films screened were Nostalgia, The
Mirror, Stalker, and The Sacrifice. Mr.
Adoor Gopalakrishnan was the quest of

Your Health
and Wellness,
our Priority!

%
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the day, and he presented on the style  at BSS Hall, Thycaud. Mr. Balachan-
of movie making by Tarkovsky and the dran, Chairman, Bharat Sevak Samaj
impact his films had on the world at that addressed the audience. 12 Films were
time. screened including The Chairy Tale,
Red Balloon, A bomb was stolen, Battle-
ship Potemkin, The Kid, The Great Dic-
Festival tator, Kummatti, Pather Paanjali, Bicycle
February 2024 Thieves, and The Sound of Music.
Venue: Fine Arts College, Trivandrum
The Students' Film Festival was again
Selected International documentaries conducted on 1 - 3 May, 2024 at Sai

of 2023 from all over the world, were Gramam.
screened on two days. On the second

day, movies on folklore stories were the Theo Angelopoulos Film Festival
attraction. The guest was the Honor-

able Minister for Education, Mr. V. Siv- May 2024, _ .

ankutty Venue: Joint Council Hall, Trivandrum)

Three classics presenting the local poli-
tics of Greece were screened. The mov-
March 2024 ies screened were The Travelling Play-
Venue: BSS Hall, Thycaud) ers, The Weeping Me_adow, gnd Eternity
and a Day. Mr. Pannian Ravindran,
ex-MP was the guest of honour.

Jodorowsky Film Festival

The films screened were Santa Sangra,

Dance of Reality, Holy Mountains, and . . .
Endless Poetry. Mr Anandakumar, Eco-Terra Environmental Film Festival

Founder and director of Sai Gramam

June 2024
Trust the add :
SIS Venue:BSS Auditorium, Kowdiar,
Students’ Film Festival Trivandrum.
April 2024 Films sc_reened were Utama_, TT‘i Bgar,
Venue :BSS Hall, Thycaud, Amazonia, and documentaries like Cor-

al Women. Mr. Shaji N. Karun, Chair-
man, of KSFDC, spoke on the interna-
tional trend in promoting eco-tourism

Trivandrum and Sai Gram, Thonnackal .

Selected children's films were screened

Yuur Health needs

9995811166
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and environmental protection. Mr. San-
jayan Kumar, IFS, of the Kerala Forest
Department, narrated the possible de-
velopments in the protection of wildlife.
The President and Chairman of BSS,
Mr. Balachandran presided and spoke
on the need to promote ecological val-
ues and the ways we could establish
an eco-culture. Prizes were given to the
winners of the competition of Environ-
mental films.

Blue Planet International Film
Festival

July 2024
Venue: Joint Council Hall, Trivandrum.

The films screened were Aguirre the
Wrath of God, Fitzcarraldo, A Life on
our Planet and Extinction. The guests
were Mr. Binoy Viswam, ex-MP and
Secretary, CPI, Kerala State, and Mr.
Jayachandran Kallingal, Secretary, Joint
Council.

Adoor Film Festival

August 2024
Venue:- Press Club, Trivandrum.

Mr. Ramesh Chennithala, Ex-Home
Minister, of Kerala, was the chief guest.
The films screened were Elippatha-
yam, Anantharam, Mathilukal, and Vid-
heyan. Mr. Adoor Gopalakrishnan was
honoured at a public function for his

Digital Magazine Published by Filca Film Society 14°

ever-remembered services to the devel-
opment of films in India.

Film Festival on the theme of the
history of ideology

September 2024
Venue : Joint Council Hall, Trivandrum.

We conducted a seminar on inclu-
sive development. The guests were
Mr. Premkumar, Chairman, Chalachi-
tra Academy, and Mr. Shaji N. Karun,
Chairman, KSFDC. Movies on Rosa
Luxemburg, Mukhamukham, Memo-
ries of Underdevelopment, Ashes and
Diamonds, and Electra My Love were
screened.

Migration and Human History -

Film Festival

October 2024
Joint Council Hall, Trivandrum.

Films screened were Me Captain, Blind-
ness, The Grapes of Wrath, and Sub-
arnarekha. The Migration of people due
to war, epidemics, and calamities and
their survival was highlighted through
the movies. Mr. Pannian Ravindran,

Yeur Heelth needs

| 1 IR 111 66
9995511100
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ex-MP spoke on the problems of inter-
national migration. Mr. Vijayakrishnan,

film critic, conducted a quiz for college
students.

Film festival on the theme of Old Age
and Dementia

November 2024
Joint Council Hall, Trivandrum.

In addition to the movies, we conducted
a quiz competition and poetry recitation
in November. The films we screened
were The Notebook, Away from Her,
The Father, and Amor. Mr. Robert
Mathew, President of Alzheimer's Asso-
ciation, an Alzheimer's activist present-
ed the Indian scenario of Alzheimer's.
Mr. Jayachandran Kallingal, Secretary,
of the Joint Council, and Mr. Hanifa
Rawther, Secretary, of the Senior Citi-
zens' Forum, Kerala, were the guests
of honour and talked in depth about the
growing incidence of memory loss with
the ageing population. A quiz and po-
etry recitation on the same film festival
theme were conducted and prizes were
distributed.

All the films we screened were glad-
ly accepted by viewers and on certain
occasions we had review discussions

Digital Magazine Published by Filca Film Society 15,

on films to make us understand where
we lack. In all the screenings we were
provided support by the Joint Council -
Nanma Film Society, KSFDC, Chalachi-
thra Academy, Lottery Dept. , Tourism
Dept. , KSFE , KSWDC , Higher Edu-
cation Dept., Beam Film Society, BSS

, Arpana Foundation, Human Rights
Protection Mission, Thalasthana Poura
Samithi and KX Pharma.

December 2024

As the digital film magazine in Decem-
ber is a special edition of IFFK, there
was a Film Journalism workshop for
members.

FILCA is doing well in its endeavour to
promote classic film appreciation culture
and moves to establish a meaningful
existence. We may soon put our efforts
into producing non-commercial short
films and feature films, developing resi-
dential courses on all aspects of movie-
making, and we invite all our film com-
rades to support our inclusive growth.

We thank all our associates and
well-wishers and look forward to your

opinion so that we can grow further.

Wishing you all a Happy New Year.@)

A commitment to
your Health
and Wellbeing....-!

KX Pharma

9995811166
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Dr. Lalitha Gouri,
FILCA

( Interview with GOLDA SELLAM , Film Curator of IFFK from France
by Dr . Lalitha Gouri, Filca)

olda Sellam, curator of the 28th

International Film Festival of Kerala
(IFFK 2024) shares with the FILCA team,
her insights on her global experience
in curation and the scope of marketing
young talent and experimental films
during festivals.

Would you tell us about your
experience of the process of curation,
the months of work, that was behind
yet another successful international

film festival?

| go to most international film festivals,
Cannes, Venice, Berlin and some very
small festivals. | am invited there and | do
my selection of films. | do Berlin, Cannes,
Venice, Malaga in Spain, the Rotterdam
festival, and | do many other festivals in
Europe. | also do the Busan film festival
in Korea. | don’t go to Latin American film
festivals, but | am able to make a selection
of films from South America because in
the Malaga International Film Festival

in March, they have a section on South
America. Spain has very close links with
the south of America. So, all the films that
come to South America come to Malaga.
That’s how | select the films.

At these festivals they make the first
selection. So, you know you get to see
good quality films. From these good
films, | make my selection of films that |
think are the best, films that promote new
talent, and films that are relevant. For
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instance, in Berlin, | saw a movie called
Pepe from a film director from South
America, and | selected it here because |
found it very good. | have been doing this
for over 20 years.

How do you arrive at the major themes
that a festival covers? Do you have
any thematic preference when you
select films?

This year we have chosen female
themes. There was a section on female
gaze last year here at IFFK. Let's say,
complementary to that, this year we have
a lot of women first-film-directors, who
are remarkable, and most festivals were
showing these films. So, we decided to
do this year as a tribute to women. We
have selected 177 films this year, and of
this we have about 17% women debut

film directors. | do not include all, for
instance, at least 2 female members
in the jury, and all the people we have
invited are women.

What is your curatorial approach to
experimental and new forms of films
in world cinema?

| do look for experimental films, because
it's only in independent film, that we are
looking for the originality and creativity.
How the film is shot, the content and the
narrative style. Sometimes the story is
not so great, but the way it's shot, or the
way of narration will be very personal and
very new. Then | take such films, because
| think, that’s where we find talent.

Some of these films are so daring. It's
good to have a film maker who dares to
express some ideas in their own way,
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and | am always looking for that. There
are many of these in the international film
festival scene.

About this years IFFK package, what
do you say about the selection of
films?

Regarding the selection for IFFK it's
very difficult, because there are many,
many film festivals before this. Most of
them are looking for new films and new
film directors. Since we come at the
end of the year, in December, there are
many festivals earlier in the year, like for
instance Goa, Singapore, Busan.

The theme selection for festivals is
based on the global production of the
year. When you select during all the film
festivals, there are some themes that
come up. Two years ago, in Cannes, the
theme was death. Every year we can see
some themes coming up. Now, we have
a lot of female issues, female sexuality,
- all these issues will come up because
they are the echo of the world.

What do you think is the scope of
experimental cinema these days?
Do you think there is a market for
experimental cinema?

| personally think that it's the future
of cinema, because nowadays the

9995811166

technique, and the training of film
direction are being developed all over
the world. There are many schools of
thought in all countries; so there are a
lot of film directors coming out from the
schools and making new kinds of films.
So, we have to look for this young talent
who come from the new Art schools,
because they experience a new way of
showing the reality. | am looking for some
independent film directors who could be
or work like some plastic artist who can
bring this type of images and who can
have some vision of conscience, and a
bit of the human in a different way.

There are many new styles of films. But
for the marketing of these films, may
be there’s one or two which will be very
good and that’'s how we discover talent.
But | think it’s still staged to a very narrow
audience. If we categorise the film
festivals, as A, B or C, these films are
mostly screened in A category festivals.
Most of the festivals in this category have
a market attached to the festival and
prizes. For instance, Cannes, Venice,
Berlin and there are many more all over
the world. B category festivals do not
have a market as part of the festival.

Are there any recent changes that you
find in marketing in the film industry?

Nowadays, it’s very, very difficult to bring
independent international films to the
theatre, because due to the introduction
of platforms, because they cannot find a
selector or distributor, they sell it directly
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to platforms, which is the end of the life of
a film, because this film once shown on
the platform, nobody will hear much about
it.

Festival is a great platform to show a film
and talent. Now as you see in the market,
there are many people who come to see
the director and ask questions.

Are there institutions to promote the
new genres and experimental cinema?

There is one in the north of France, in
Lille, which is very well known. It's the
institute Le Fresnoy. It is dedicated to

nn
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creation and innovation in art and it’s only
for experimental cinema. They promote
new technology and new ways of film
making. There are two sections one for
independent film making and the other
for experimental film making. Most of the
experimental film makers can also seek
to get funds from museums, from schools
and it's a very selected circle in Europe.

| am very keen on experimental cinema.
It's a pity there is no theatre market for
such films here. The Archives has a
section on experimental films. You can
also see a lot of experimental films on
platforms and channels, but it’s still a very
small stream. But | think it's the future of
cinema. @
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abu Sankar,
Gen Secretary FILCA

Interview with Ann Hui, acclaimed director of new wave cinema from Hong
Kong, Lifetime Achievement Award winner of IFFK - 2024 by Sabu Sankar, Novelist,
Film Author, Director, and Chief correspondent to Nerkazhcha Weekly, America and

Samiksha Magazine, Canada

@ What is the main subject you
constantly express through films?

" 1 don't start with issues. Usually, | start
with a particular story of a particular
character. But later people can talk about
what | was trying to say through the
character. But | don't start with, let's say,
an issue about women and then | start to
make a film about women; | start with a
woman character. If | like her story and
| feel for her story. But | don't mean to
give publicity for feminism. | don't think
making films is dealing with that kind of
issue. Making films is something more
to do with feelings than with ideology. It
starts with feelings. Probably it ends with
feelings too. But | have no issues with
other people making films in whatever
way they want. It is a good thing about
movies that whoever wants to do anything
can doit. "

@ Even though there is no socio-
political or ideological aspects, isn't
there a focus on women's situation in
your films?

" No, | don't particularly want to do
women's situations either, just because
it's fashionable now and everybody talks
about it. Honestly, | don't, because |
always feel that either men or women,
belong to a civil society, and they have
different problems. And as a filmmaker,
| think | should not be concentrating on
women's problems alone. It is okay to
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do one issue, but | should be allowed to
do other issues as well. | agree that a lot
of the characters in my films are women.
That's because a lot of their stories strike
me and | find it easier to talk about them
because | am a woman myself.

| have never moved away from human
sentiments in my films. | tell a story about
a person's life, and that's all | think | am
good at doing. "

@ In your films, do you try to present
the Chinese or Hong Kong culture?

" | don't intend to do Hong Kong culture
directly in my films. | don't like to take that
kind of stance as if | am a representative
of culture. | am just any person who lives
in Hong Kong, likes to live there and
shoots the life of the people there. | don't
like people to talk about my films always
showing Hong Kong culture. That is not
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relevant, and that will make the film very
enclosed. You can make a film in Hong
Kong even about characters who are not
in Hong Kong, like they can be emigrants,
and let's say, they emigrated to Canada,
and | can make a film about them, and
what they think about Hong Kong. They
don't need to be in the social locations
that the films represent.

@ Is there any identification of the
Hong Kong people as different to the
Chinese, in your films? Do you see
any such difference?

" Of course, there are differences that
only we notice and they notice, that other
people don't notice. But usually, we don't
worry about the identity being different. It
is only when there is competition among
the film-makers, that we see how we
compare ourselves. Or, like the students,
the university now accepts students from
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China and there's
big competition. The =
Chinese students are

very targeted and
high-level, so the
local students feel ¥

threatened, in a way. gz >

@ Could you talk
about how you
entered the field of
filmmaking?

" In the 1970s, | was a film buff and |
entered the film school and into television.
For television, we shot dramas. That was
a long time ago, and it was much easier.
From there, | moved on to films. My first
film called The Secret was made in 1979
when | was 32."

@ What is your view of experimental
movies and the present commercial
context of filmmaking?

" We don't have a separate commercial
film system. | wasn't aware | was making
art films. | thought | was just making a
film. The whole system now has different
grades in art films and commercial films,
and everybody tries to make commercial
films with stars and all that. But ours is
perhaps more individualistic, a little bit
more lyrical."
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@ How can you
survive amidst this
film

\ 40 vyears ago, |
| wasn't aware of the
! | problem. | was just
. J- asking whether | can

do this or that, and if
they let me do it, | do it. But these days
they want a commercial subject and they
want stars to presell the film. But | just let
the producers do, and then if we say, we
are beyond this, and it not take in another
proposal or we do another subject, and so
| just got to make sense out of it.

Before | started making films, in Hong
Kong, there was a studio system. There
are two big studios, the Shaw Brothers,
and Golden Harvest, still making films,
and they got sets. In the early 80s, these
two studios were on the decline and so
they wanted to make modern-day films
and less costume dramas that were more
expensive. So, they preferred to shoot
everyday life. These studios, especially
Golden Harvest commission small,
independent companies to let them shoot
their films. So, we get a lot of chances; if
we have a company, we shoot a film and
move on to another film, like freelancing. "

Your Prescription
Delivered

Anytime Anywhere..




December -
Film
Festival

@ What are your future projects?

"1 find a good subject and | can still do it,
| will do it. If not, | won't do it anymore. "

@ Could you tell us about the other
cultural movements in Hong Kong,
perhaps in the field of literature or art
compared to the field of cinema?

" | think, in the last few years, there is
minimum more happening in the art
circles, like museums, exhibitions, and
installations. All kinds of art-related
projects seem to be on the rise because
of the opening of much of the M+, they
have a very big, world-class venue and
good exhibitions and a lot of people go
there. The local artists also get a good
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chance to present their work."

@ What do you think about the Hong
Kong audience's liking for this kind of
new film?

" The people like this sort of film on modern
day drama, realistic ones, but still using
stars, but sometimes not too much action,
with artistic ideas.

So, if we have a reasonable budget,
we can sustain ourselves. We do have
a considerable audience for art films.
But the audience is not split either into
commercial and art film audiences, and
they enjoy both. Our films are not difficult,
they are easy to understand. No one says
they don't understand my movies. " ‘
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( An Interview with the Renowned French Composer and Film music
director, Béatrice Thiriet by Adv. Anakha S., Filca. )

v
Béatrice Thiriet, born on May 4, 1960, in
Paris, is a celebrated French composer
known for her exceptional contributions
to music in cinema and opera. Beginning
her musical journey at the tender age
of five and training at the prestigious
Versailles Music Academy, she has
become a beacon of creativity and

dedication in the world of film and music.

As a distinguished guest at the 29th
International Film Festival of Kerala
(IFFK) 2024, Béatrice Thiriet delivered
a thought-provoking session on her

9995811166

musical journey and creative process. In
this exclusive interview, she reflects on
her career, collaborations, and her deep
belief in music as a universal language
that transcends cultural boundaries.

Interview Highlights

@ How did your journey in music
begin?

"l began my musical journey at the age
of five, inspired by my mother, who was
a musician. At 14, | joined the renowned
Versailles Music Academy, where |
studied under mentors like Jean Aubin
and Solange Ancona. My love for the
piano and dedication to music shaped
my career from a very young age."

@ How did you begin composing for
films?

"At 18, | scored my first film, which
introduced me to the intricate world of
storytelling through music. A pivotal
moment came in 1993 with my score
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for Petits Arrangements avec les morts,
directed by Pascale Ferran. That
collaboration became a foundation for
future projects like Lady Chatterley
(2006) and Bird People (2014)."

@ What inspires your creative process
in film scoring?

"Each film brings its unique challenges. |
begin by immersing myself in the script,
understanding the director's vision, and
imagining the emotions the music should
convey.

| believe in imposing limits on my
compositions to maintain focus and
create something resonant. Too much
experimentation can alienate audiences,
but thoughtful constraints lead to
creativity. My process is always reflective
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and meditative as if | am entering a new
world with every film."

@ How important is collaboration in
your work?

"Collaboration is the essence of film
music. It's not just about the composer;
it's about the director, sound engineers,
editors, and musicians working together.
The film itself dictates the tone, style,
and emotional depth of the music, which
evolves uniquely for each project.”

@ Tell us about your work with Indian
filmmaker Anup Singh.

"Working with Anup Singh on Qissa and
The Song of Scorpions was a deeply
enriching experience. Thesefilms allowed
me to blend Western orchestration with
Punjabi folk instruments, such as the
Ektara. Anup introduced me to the beauty
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of Indian music, and this cross-cultural
collaboration challenged and inspired
me."

@ How do you ensure your music
complements a film's narrative?

"Music should deepen the emotional
resonance of a scene, not overpower
it. For example, in Lady Chatterley, we
used music to highlight the protagonist's
emotional transformation rather than
narrate the plot. The soul of a film lies in
its theme, and music must align with that
essence."

@ Have you come across any Indian
film that uses musical composition
as a central element in its cinematic
structure?

"Yes, I've been deeply moved by the
compositions in the works of the world-
renowned Malayalam film director
G. Aravindan, particularly in Twilight
(Pokkuveyil). | couldn't experience it on
the big screen, but | watched it online.

9995811166
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The layered, emotive flute music of
Hariprasad Chaurasia added profound
depth to the narrative and reinforced
my belief that music is a universal
language.”

@ Actually, it was a cinematic
experiment in form, built around a
pre-recorded music track...

" However, Aravindan's film transcends
this structure, emerging as a poetic,
cinematographic, and musical essay. The
choice of Raaga, though pre-recorded,
is deeply intentional. It shapes the tonal
landscape of the entire film, serving as a
means of 'tuning' his visual instrument.
Aravindan shifts his focus entirely to the
image, moving away from conventional
narrative devices and shot structures.
Instead, he evokes the essence of
the theme through subtle shadows,
illuminating it with his own visual tones
and poetic sensibilities."

@ How do cultural differences shape
your compositions?

"While cultural nuances inform a film's
soundscape, I've never felt restricted
by these differences. Music transcends
boundaries. Whether it's a French opera
or an Indian film, the goal remains the
same: to connect with the audience's
emotions."
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@ What challenges does composing
for silent films present?

" By improvising on the silent film, we
discovered that while there are countless
possibilities, there is ultimately only one
choice.

In silent films, music becomes the sole
storyteller. During my workshop in Kerala,
| composed for Les Trois Mousquetaires
without dialogue or sound effects. Itwas a
thrilling challenge to use music to convey
character arcs and emotions, proving
how music alone can bring a story to life.
During my workshop, | improvised on the
silent film The Three Musketeers with the
musicians present. They came to listen
to me, but we moved beyond theory into
practice. We experimented. Composition
is always an experimental process-you
have to do it to truly understand it. The
pure theory holds little value. Just as
every painter has their brush, every film
requires its own unique, original score. "
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@ How has experimentation shaped
your career?

"Experimentation drives  creativity.
Whether combining electronic music
with jazz or blending folk with symphonic
styles, | love pushing boundaries. But
it's essential to balance innovation with
discipline; experimentation must serve
the story."

@ How do you view cinema's
connection with spirituality?

"Cinema and music have a profound
spiritual dimension. They allow us to
explore themes like identity, loss, and
rebirth. While working on Qissa, | felt
deeply connected to the film's exploration
of these themes, and my time in Kerala
reminded me of art's power to unite us."

@ What advice would you give to
aspiring composers?

"Stay curious and keep learning. Study
classical composers, experiment with
new instruments, and draw inspiration
from diverse sources. Most importantly,
listen deeply-to stories, emotions, and
people. Collaboration and patience are
key to a fulfilling career."

@ What are your thoughts on visiting
Kerala?

"Kerala's vibrancy and warmth have
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been unforgettable. The landscapes,
culture, and music resonate deeply with
me, reminding me of my roots in Corsica.
This visit has been an inspiring and
transformative experience."

@ What does the future hold for you?

"I'm working on a new opera addressing
contemporary social issues and have

Final Reflections

@ Any parting thoughts for your
audience?

"Music is a universal language that
transcends time and culture. It has the
power to inspire, heal, and transform.
My goal is to create music that touches
hearts and lingers in the soul long after

several film projects lined up. Additionally,
| hope to mentor young composers and
conduct workshops worldwide, sharing
my passion for music."

it's heard."

This interview captures Béatrice Thiriet's
wisdom, artistry, and belief in the
transformative power of music, offering
readers a glimpse into the mind of a

visionary composer. @)
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Semmelweis
Hungary ( 2023)
Direction : Lajos Koltai
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Hungarian Motion Picture
Awards 2024 - Winner - Best
Feature Film , Best Director ,
Best Supporting Actor , Best
Supporting Actress , Best

Original Score .
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I'm still here
Brazil - France (2024)
Director : Walter Salles
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