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Feature Films

Life on Earth
1998 / Mali , Mauritania , France
61 mins

Waiting for Happiness
2002 / France , Mauritania
96 mins

Bamako
2006 / Mali
115 mins

, UK, France

Timbktu
2014 / Mauritania , France
100 mins

Black Tea

2024 |/ France , Mauritania , Luxemberg ,
Taiwan, Ivory Coast

111 mins
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Sentimental Value
Norway, France, Germany , Denmark /
133 mins /Dir: Joachim Trier.
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Papa buka /
Papa New Guinea / 100 min /
Dir. Biju
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Dreams
Norway / 111 mins/
Dir: Dag Johan Haugerud .
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ALPHA

Alpha
France/ 128 mins/
Dir. Julia Ducournau.
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Tajikisthan, UAE / 139 mins /
Dir. Shahram Mokri.
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Authoritarian Echoes and Private Lives:

The Secret Agent at IFFK

Dr. Sowparnika Treasa Sabu
(Scientist, ICMR, New Delhi)

political drama set in Brazil during the
military dictatorship of the late 1970s.

The film follows Marcelo (played by
Wagner Moura), a former teacher who
arrives in Recife during Carnival to meet
his son, only to find himself trapped in
Pean. L, MR a dangerous world of surveillance, fear,
and state control.

The Secret Agent

Brazil, France, Germany, Set against the vibrant yet tense
Netherlands/ 158 mins/ atmosphere of Carnival, the film sharply
Dir.Kieber Mendonca Filho. contrasts celebration with repression.

Mendonca Filho recreates 1970s Recife
he Secret Agent (2025), written Wwith great care, showing how ordinary
and directed by Brazilian filmmaker life continues under constant political

Kleber Mendoncga Filho, is a powerful threat. Simple actions carry risk, and
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silence often becomes a means of
survival.The film moves at a slow,
deliberate pace, focusing on mood
rather than fast action. Everyday
moments build quiet tension, drawing

o

Wagner Mours wins Golden Glabe

Wagner Moura created history by becoming
the first Drazilian man to win Best Waks Actor
in Mothon Plcfure - Drama ot the 83rd Golden
Gdobs=s for The Secret Agent’. He exprasssd
disep gratifude far Drazils sappart,
highlightirg the win's importance for his
souTtry’s ¢lnama and eutbure.

viewers into Marcelo’s inner fear and
uncertainty. The visuals are carefully
composed, and the use of music-
especially unexpected songs-adds
an eerie emotional layer.

Wagner Moura delivers a deeply
moving performance, portraying Marcelo

as vulnerable yet resilient. The supporting
cast further enriches the story, showing
characters forced to make difficult moral
choices under pressure.

More than a political thriller, The Secret
Agent explores memory, resistance, and
the emotional cost of living under author-
itarian rule. Its symbolic use of music,
Carnival imagery, and subtle storytelling
rewards patient viewers.

The film has received major international
recognition, winning Best Director and
Best Actor at the 2025 Cannes Film Festival,
along with several critics’ awards. It was
also selected as Brazil’s official entry for
the 2026 Academy Awards.

Thoughtful, haunting, and emotionally
powerful, The Secret Agent stands out
as one of the most memorable films of
2025-one that lingers long after the final

scene @
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Riverstone
Srilanka / 120 mins /

Dir. Lalith Rathnayake.
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What does that nature say to you
South Korea / 108 mins /

Dir.Hong Sangsoo.
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Argentina / 84 mins / 2025/
Dir . Carina Piazza , Lucia Bracelis.
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